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To The Church At Colossae: 2 ee 


“BE CAREFUL THAT NOBODY SPOILS YOUR FAITH, 
THROUGH INTELLECTUALISM OR HIGH-SOUNDING NONSENSE. 
SUCH STUFF IS AT BEST FOUNDED ON MEN’S IDEAS OF THE 
NATURE OF THE WORLD AND DISREGARDS CHRIST!” 


2:8 
(PHILLIPS ) 


To Timothy: 


“() TIMOTHY, GUARD MOST CAREFULLY YOUR DIVINE COM- 

_ MISSION. AVOID THE GODLESS MIXTURE OF CONTRADICTORY 

NOTIONS WHICH IS FALSELY KNOWN AS KNOWEEDCE— 
SOME HAVE FOLLOWED IT AND LOST THEIR FAIT 


7-6:20-21 
( PHILLIPS ) 
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EDITORIAL 


The Passing Of 
Dr. Wm. H. Frazer 


As this issue of THE JOURNAL goes to press 
comes the sad news of the death of Rev. William 
~’ Henry Frazer, D. D., in a Charlotte, N. C. hos- 
pital, on Friday, June 19. Dr. Frazer was injured 
in an automobile wreck two days previous and failed 
to rally from the shock. He would have been eighty 
vears old this coming September 16th. 


Dr. Frazer lived a full life as a devoted servant 
of the Lord. His licensed ministry covered fifty-four 
years, during which he served the Georgia Avenue 
Church in Atlanta and the First Church of Ander- 
son, S. C. After eighteen years in the pastorate his 
highly cultured talents led him into the educational 
field and he was called to the presidency of Belhaven 
College in Jackson, Mississippi. After four years at 
Belhaven he was called to the presidency of Queens 
College, Charlotte — afterwards Queens-Chicora 
College—where he remained until his retirement 
nineteen years later. Even then he continued in ac- 
tive service to the church, visiting vacant churches 
and in some instances becoming a mediator of un- 
happy differences that existed. He could well be 
called ‘““The Lord’s Ambassador of Good Will,” 
for as such he was known and greatly beloved. His 
closing eight years were given in serving the Banks 
group of churches in Mecklenburg Presbytery, be- 
ing unwilling to allow his candle of testimony to 
go out because of a well earned retirement. 


A multitude of friends throughout the Southern 
Presbyterian Church will be saddened by the depart- 
ure of this “Sir Galahad” from the ranks of Chris- 
tian service. The Presbyterian Journal loses a loyal 
member of its Contributing Staff and joins in heart- 
felt sympathy with the family and friends because 
of the departure of this, one of God’s Noblemen, 
and yet with them rejoicing in the rich reward 
which he now receives. —W.CS. 
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Not A Sponge But 
A Searchlight 


A friend recently remarked that the writer had 
“thrown in the sponge,’ with reference to church 
union under present conditions and on the basis ot 
the proposed Plan of Union. 


Never have we been clearer in our heart and in 
our mind that union at the present time would be 
a grave mistake—under existing conditions, and on 
the basis of the. proposed Plan of Union. 


At the same time, it is our purpose to face this 
matter with the love and in the spirit we believe 
Christ alone can give; trying to discuss some of 
the issues and some of the problems, as we see them, 
with full recognition of the fact that many of our 
brothers in Christ see this matter in an entirely dif- 
ferent’ way, with equally strong convictions and 


with an equal right to their opinion and speaiiaiae 


on the question. 


For the first time our entire church finds itselt in 
a position to properly evaluate just what is at stake. 
For the first time we have sent down for study 4 


detinite Plan. This Plan will have to stand, or fall. 


on its me rits. 


Reker than “thrown in the sponge” 
token of acknowledged defeat, we have joined in 
making possible the searchlight of reality to be 
focused on what is involved in the proposed union. 
Up to the present time most of the arguments, both 


pro and con, have been based on the theoretical is- 


sues. Now we look at the matter, not in theory but 
in the light cf facts; not with abstract arguments 
but rather with concrete propositions. 


It is our conviction that the thing most calculated 
to preserve our church as a separate entity in the 


fellowship of the work of God's kingdom will 


a study of the proposed Plan of Union itself. 
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with godly sorrow, 


This will take weeks, even months, of arduous 
study and comparisons and many minds will be 
engaged in this task. 


Much has been made of the statement that the 
three bodies to be united are one in faith and stan- 
dards, these in themselves an adequate basis for 
union. Not having copies of the books of Church 
()rder of either the United or U.S. A. Presbyterian 
churches we will not go into any comparison on 
that basis. But, even a superficial comparison of 
our own Standards with those in the Plan show 
some startling changes, changes which tone down 
the content of Christian profession in a way which 
many in our church will be unwilling to accept. 


Our Book Of Church Order 


(Pages 188 and 189—Questions to be asked ap- 
plicants for baptism and admission to the Church: 


|. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners 
in the sight of God, justly deserving his dispeasure, 
without hope save in his sovereign mercy? 


2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God, and Saviour of sinners, and do 
you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation 
as he is offered in the Gospel? 


3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble 
reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you 
will endeavor to live as becometh the followers of 
Christ? 


+. Do you promise to support the Church in its 
worship and work to the best of your ability? 


5. Do you submit yourselves to the government 
and discipline of the Church, and promise to study 
its purity and peace? 


For the above questions the proposed Plan (Page 
96), substitutes the following: 


Having been received into the membership of 
the church by its session subject to public baptism, 
du you receive and profess the Christian faith, and 
in this faith do you desire to be baptized? 


2. Do you confess your sins, and turn from them 
and put all your trust in the 
mercy of God which ts in Christ Jesus; 
you promise in this strength to lead a sober, right- 
rous and godly life? 


3. Now desiring to receive the Lord's Supper, do 


you promise to make diligent use of the means of 
grace, submitting yourself to the lawful authority 


and do 


and guidance of the Church, and continuing in the 


peace and fellowship of the people of God? 


Comparison of the, five points in our present 
Book of Church Order with the three points in the 
proposed Plan of Union, shows a deliberate water- 
ing down of vital Christian truth. The absolutely 
lo:t state of the sinner is omitted, the clear state- 
ment of the deity of Christ is omitted, while for the 
purity of the Church itself there is substituted the 
fellowship” of Christians, an important, but an 
entirely different matter. 


Some may feel that we have here a rewording 
without loss of essential content. We would urge 
the readers to carefully compare these two state- 
ments and see how very different they are, not mere- 
ly a difference of expression but actually a totally 
different approach. 


No generation has needed clear affirmations of 
the content of the Christian: faith more than our 
own. Never: has there been a time when there has 
been such a tendency to try to make Christian truth 
palatable to unbelieving hearts, by eliminating. the 
stark realities of sin and its eternal consequences 
on the one hand and Christ’s atoning work on the 
other. 


It is not pleasant to keep dwelling on these things. 
But here again we see this tendency to substitute 
for a clear statement of truth something which is 
totally inadequate. 


-» No individual and no one Presbytery will decide 
this issue. It is the duty ‘of individual Christians, 
church officers, pastors and others, to study this 
Plan. Such a study can go far to help preserve the 
vital testimony so much needed. —L.N.B 


The Fact Of Communist infiltration Must 
Be Paramount In Our Efforts To Eradicate 
It—Even If We Change 


The Method 


‘loo many conferences, sermons, discussions, and 
meetings today are deploring the method used to 
discover the degree of Communistic infiltration in 
America and too few people are concerned over the 
fact of infiltration itself. 


We have no brief for Senator McCarthy's meth- 
ods. He often uses a shotgun instead of a rifle, there- 
by hitting innocent people, and that is deplorable. 
Nor do we care for the Senator as a man, This 
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editorial is in no sense a defense of much that has 
gone on in the name of anti-Communism. 


But, we are infinitely more concerned because 
investigations are bringing to light the fact that 
thousands of Americans, in government, in industry 
and in education, are infiltrating their spheres of 
activity with Communist propaganda. These facts 
are proven beyond dispute. 


We recently talked with individuals connected 
with two of our great state universities. Both of 
these institutions have known Communists on their 
campuses, with many other fellow travelers, and 


these men are carrying on a systematic work of: 


discrediting American institutions and lauding Com- 
munism. We have every reason to believe similar 
conditions exist in many or most of the larger uni- 
versities. 


The recent suggestion that some of the clergy 
might bear investigation has a an entirely 
too vigorous reaction from the National Council. 
Not that we think such an investigation would have 
revealed much—although an FBI agent swears four 
ministers in the Boston area are active Communists 

—, but rather we feel that the time has come when 
any patriotic citizen or institution should welcome 
an investigation, properly conducted. 


Hundreds, even thousands, of Americans aligned 
themselves with organizations which later proved 
to be Communist-front affairs. The manly thing, it 
seems to us, would be to acknowledge an error of 
judgment and thereby justify complete vindication. 
There is entirely too much hiding behind “constitu- 
tional rights,’ particularly so because the constitu- 
tion never envisioned.a time when it could be in- 
voked as a cloak of protection for men and women 
who are working to destroy those very freedoms 
yuaranteed by that instrument. | 


‘There are prominent Americans—and institutions 
—today which have been guilty of exceedingly poor 
judgment, to say the least. Rather than denounce 
the methods now used by some to smoke out Com- 
munism we feel it would be much wiser to join in 
a task which is thankless but absolutely necessary. 
Infiltration may seem trivial today but it can prove 
fatal tomorrow. 


Because of the fact of infiltration we will be 
wise to find methods for the discovery of this in- 
filtration while there js yet time. As it is, we have 
in this country the strange situation of thase trying 
to root out Communism being placed on the de- 
tensive while the fellow-travelers and their direc- 
tors are defended. 


Deploring the present methods of inquiry we 
should deplore even more the present Communistic 
infiltration and find better methods to root it out. 


—L.N.B. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 
Surprises 


Fishing is always an adventure in which the un. 
expected is apt to happen. One may set forth on a 
perfect day, the wind is right, the moon ts right, the 

water Is just right—not too clear—the sky is slight- 
ly overcast and the sun is not too hot, the barometer 
is rising. What a day! Nightfall comes and the 
record is ‘Not even a nibble.”’ It just doesn’t make 
sense. 


On the other hand, every symptom is unfavorable, 
but there’s fish for supper and plenty for the neigh- 
bors, too. Really, the element of uncertainty is one 
of the charms of fin fishing—that is, before you go. 


Here comes an interesting “experience” from a 
Georgia fisherman. And, by the way, Anglers has 
received in the past two months responses from nine 
Southern states, also from California, Colorado, 
New Mexico, New York and Pennsylvania—and 
one from Germany. The Georgia fisherman ran 
upon a surprising “catch,” a man who had been 
“trying” (he said) to live a Christian life for many 
vears, but for some reason or another had never 
been led to make a public profession of his faith. 
Paul wrote to the Romans: ‘ . The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, 
the word of faith, which we preach; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the Scripture saith, whosoever believeth on Him 
shall not be ashamed.” (Rom. 10:8-11). 


‘This unhappy man was “trying” to live a Chris 
tian life without taking the simple but necessary 
steps to become a confirmed believer and disciple. 


ft was his good fortune after so long a time for . 


a “fisher of men”’ to come into his life, and in a 
kindly and sympathetic way to show him what to 
do and to persuade him to do it—at once. It com- 
pletely changed his life and gave to the church a 
happv and enthusiastic worker. 


Look around your community. There are doubt- 
less some people who for a long time have been 
walking on the border line of a blessed experience 
in Christ, just needing your help to get them across. 
‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not 


whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether 


they both shall be alike good.” 
Dear ANGLERS: 


He was 56 years old. I had been talking to him 
a halt hour, I said, “It is evident to me that you 


(Ecce, 11:6). 
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are at heart a Christian, but have never made a 
public profession of Christ as your Saviour; is not 
that sor” “Yes,” he replied, “I have always tried 
to live a Christian life, but somehow } have just 
put off joining the church all these years.”’ Then | 
said, ‘‘Let me beg of you not to put it off any longer, 


for I can assure you that you will be a much hap-’ 


pier man, with real peace in your heart, after you 
have made a public profession.”’ | explained to him 
that all he had to do in appearing before the Session 
was to acknowledge himself a sinner, needing his 
sins to be forgiven, to have faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and the Saviour of sin- 
ners, to accept Him as his personal Saviour, and 
to resolve with the help of the Holy Spirit to live a 
Christian life. 


He looked at me with a relieved expression on his 
face and said, ‘Is that all there is to it? Is it as 
simple as that?” 
would go before the Session the following Sunday, 
which he did, and today is one of the happiest and 
most enthusiastic workers in the church. 


(Name withheld) 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2. 75. ! 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES OF 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, July 5, 1953 


Topic: 
“How Shall I Pray?’’ 


Rev. John F. Ander- 
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Then he promised me that he. 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the twenty-first of a series of articles by 
J.V.N. Talmage, B.E.) 


Sea-Level Oscillations 


Phenomena connected with the oscillations of sea- 
level have become almost as important in the dating 
of ante-diluvian, or stone-age men as those connected 
with climatic oscillations. While there is not the 
slightest doubt as to the reality of those sea-level 
oscillations, there are many fables connected with 
them that rival the fables of the ancient Greeks. 
Since the dating of the early civilizations of Meso- 
potamia (from the later days of Adam to Noah) 
is best done by reference to sea-level rather than to 
climate, we need the more to learn the truth about 


‘these strange oscillations of sea-level without the 


additign of the fabulous monstrosities of the slow- 


motion dogmatists. 


First the fables. Dr. R. F. Flint of Yale, the 
best known Pleistocene geologist in this country, in 
his very illuminating book, “‘Glacial Geology and 
the Pleistocene Epoch,” devotes many pages to an 
estimate of the amount of ice piled up in the alleged 
extended ice-sheets at the height of the “glacial 
ages.” (These never existed). He then compares 
this with the estimates for the polar ice today. With 
other experts he reaches the conclusion that there 
must have been two or three times as much ice in 
the fabulous ice-sheets as now. Then by figuring the 
area of the seas, he concludes that there must have 
been a drop in sea-level of about 300 feet due to the 
amount of sea-water absorbed in the alleged ice- 
sheets. This drop in sea-level must have been world- 
wide and uniform according to these mathemati- 
cians. This is what I would éall a mathematical 
fable. All this is based on the purely hpyothetical 
assumption thats« glaciation was contemporaneous 
throughout the world and Dr. Flint admits there 
is no proof of this. This in turn depends upon the 
( false ) assumption that the earth grew slowly colder 
and slowly warmer again, but all the scientists in 
the world have searched in vain for a century for 
a cause of this cooling. | do not think the reader is 
ready to throw his Bible away for those ‘‘assumed 
results’ based on ‘‘assumptions’” and ‘‘must-have 
beens.’ Dr. Fiint’s field work is of the very highest 
quality and his book is very valuable, but this illus- 
trates the blinding power of a false philosophy in 
that it can deceive as brilliant a man as Dr. Flint. 
He believes that Piltdown man lived 900,000 years 


ago. 


Now for the facts.. Sea-level changes were due to 
several causes, and the subject is very complicated. 
The most important of these causes were the polar 
movements. I hope the reader can follow the rather 
difficult explanation of this. The polar radius of the 
earth is 13 miles shorter than that at the equator, 
for the centrifugal force varies from zero at the 
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pole to its maximum in the tropics. When the pole 
moved, the crust of the earth had to change its 
shape due to the changing alignment of centrifugal 
force, that is, it had to flatten out a little in front 
of the advancing pole and bulge somewhat before 
the oncoming equator. The crust of the earth is 
somewhat elastic, but not quite enough so as to 
meet the requirements of these changes of centrifu- 
yal force. The sea-water of the “‘seven seas,’ how- 
ever, responded exactly and immediately. The result 


was re oe crust of the earth seemed to dome in 
the hig latitudes and sink slightly in the lower. 


‘Thus the sea-level seemed to sink differentially, from 
no fall near the two tropics to perhaps a fall of three 
thousand feet more or less within the Arctic Circle. 
In reality it was a failure of the land to flatten 


-rather than a fall of sea-level. This ‘doming”’ ot 


the land in front of the advancing pole, caused the 
land to be tilted even in places far from the sea. 
with many complicated effects on rivers which must 
run down-hill. 


Prehistorians use their fabulous explanation tu 
“prove” the great age of man. We will use the 
gvrostatic explanation to show he was young. 


“DIVORCE” 


By Professor John Murray, Committee on Christian Fducation, Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Bel- 
videre Road, Phillipsburg, New Jersey. Price $2.50. 


Book Review by Rev. John R. Richardson, D. D. 


From all sides we hear it said that there is some- 
thing wrong with American marriages. One-fifth 
of American marriages end in divorce. In the twenty 
to thirty year group this figure is approaching one- 
third. Because of such tragic facts, the question of 
divorce is one that perennially agitates the Church. 
Professor Murray recognizes this situation and de- 
clares, “The faithful pastor of the local church 
may consider himself happy indeed if he does not 
find himself embroiled in the complications associ- 
ated with divorce and marital separations and when 
we consider the matter more broadly, we find deep- 
seated differences of viewpoint and interpretation 
within the historic branches of the Christian 
church.” 


The author is not concerned about the subject 
primarily from the sociological point of view. He 
believes that a better understanding of the teaching 
of Scripture on this subject is a more helpful pro- 
cedure for Christians to follow. He observes that the 
first Biblical passage bearing upon the question 1s 
Genesis 2:23, 24. He writes, “At the very outset, 
this enunciates the nature and basis of marriage and 
clearly implies that divorce or the dissolution of the 
marriage bond could not be contemplated otherwise 
than as a radical breach of the Divine institution. 
It is impossible to envisage any dissolution of the 
bond as anything other than abnormal and evil. Our 
Lord's. comments with reference to the Scripture 
and ‘the institution underlying it are to the effect 
‘of showing that the marriage bond ts originally and 
ideally indissoluble. The rupture of this Divinely 
instituted human bond ts conceivable only if there 
is first of all the rupture of Divine-human relations. 
‘The breach of the Divinely instituted order of right 
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and troth and love in the human sphere must pre- 
suppose the breach of troth with God.” But this 
breach of troth with God did not occur in the Fall. 
‘Therefore the author felt constrained to raise this 
question, “Granting the basic and original principle 
of the indissolubility of the marriage bond, vet by 
reason of sin are there any conditions under which 
the marriage tie may be dissolved with Divine sanc- 
tion and authorization ?’’ He admits that it is quite 
conceivable that while the reason for divorce is sin- 
ful, the right of divorce for that reason may be 
Divine. For light upon this question Professor Mur- 
ray examines Deuteronomy 24:1-4+, Matthew 5:31, 
32, Matthew 19:3-12, Mark 10:2-12, Luke 16:18. 
| Corinthians 7:15, and Romans 7:1-3. His study 1 
largely occupied with the interpretation of these 
passages. 


In the chapter on divorce according to the teach- 
ing of our Lord, the writer faces anew the question 
of harmonization between our Lord's teachings in 
the gospels according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
Noting that there is no mention either in Mark or 
in Luke of the right of a man to put away his wife 
for adultery, the writer avers, ““We have no reason 
to suppose that Mark and Luke intended to deny 
such a right and there is no suggestion of this il- 
legitimacy. Yet neither Mark nor Luke makes any 
allusion to this liberty granted in Matthew 5:32 
and 19:6. Since then the silence of Mark and Luke 
respecting this right does not in any way prejudice 
the right itself, to say the least, may we not properl\ 
suspect that the omission on their part of any refer 
ence to the right of remarriage in the case of the 
man who divorces his wife for adultery was not in 
tended to prejudice or deny that right:’’ 
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Continuing tne thought, Protessor Murray again 
declares, ““We may reasonably conclude, therefore, 
that Mark and Luke are not envisaging the situa- 
tion created in the event of adultery and are not 
reflecting on the rights of the innocent spouse in 


such a case. They are concentrating rather on the. 


abrogation of certain Mosaic provisions anent di- 
vorce and upon prevalent customs in both Jewish 
and Gentile circles. “They report our Lord’s teach- 
ing as It was directed to these specific evils. Mat- 
thew does likewise but the latter conveys to us ad- 
ditional information regarding our Lord’s teaching 
on this question; namely, His teaching bearing upon 
the contingency of adultery. Matthew informs us 
of two things: (a) a man may put away his wife 
for adultery; (b) he may marry another when such 
divorce is consummated.” 


Relative to the classic passage of St. Paul in | 
Corinthians 7:10-15, the author: maintains that this 
is a case of separation without the right to remarry. 


He says that this is clearly envisaged. He writes, 


“Indeed this passage expressly forbids remarriage 


on the part of either spouse; hence it is concluded 


that while adultery gives to the innocent spouse 
the right to put away (thoro et mensa) yet to 
neither spouse is accorded the right of remarriage . 

The appeal to this text in the interest of supporting 
such a position is, the author holds, singularly in- 
consistent. He continues, “It is quite true that Paul 
here contemplates a case of separation and distinctly 
declares that the parties are to remain unmarried 
but the relevance of this rule to the case of divorce 
for adultery is by no means apparent. The upshot 
simply is that if this text bears upon the question 
of divorce for adultery, such divorce is expressly 
forbidden and forbidden, be it noted, not only in the 
sense of dissolution of the marriage bonds but also 
in the sense of separation from bed and board. Such 
a conclusion, however, cannot be admitted for Matt. 
5:32 and 19:9 clearly establish the right of divorce 
for adultery and even those who deny the legitimacy 
of dissolving the bond of marriage in such a case, 
nevertheless, fully admit the right of divorce from 
bed and board.’” What, then, is to be our conclusion 
regarding I Corinthians 7:10-11? The answer is, 
“Unless we are to suppress the clear teaching of | 
Corinthians 7:10-11, or bring its teachings into con- 
Hict with the express provisions of Matt. 5:32 and 
Matt. 19:9 the only alternative is to conclude that 
Paul is not here dealing with the case of adultery.” 


It is believed by this author that our Lord 
His teaching recorded by Matthew and the writing 
of Paul in I Corinthians are not relating to the same 
case. He states, “Jesus was: dealing with the ques- 
tion of ‘putting away.’ Paul is not dealing with 
putting away but with wilful desertion on the part 
ot the unbeliever. Paul is most explicit that the 
believer is not to put away the unbeliever; in that 
respect he is as emphatic as our Lord Himself. Dis- 


sonance in the matter of faith gives no ground for 


divorce, but wilful ‘going away’ on the part of the 
unbeliever introduces: a new situation, The dis- 
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tinction must be duly appreciated. The two cases 
are in different categories so the principle cleariy 
established by our Lord’s utterances and by implica- 
tion reiterated in this passage by Paul cannot, with- 
out question, be regarded as applying to the con- 
tingency that is viewed as existing in verse 15. In 
a word, the believer does not ‘put: away’ the un- 
believer. He or she is required not to do that. The 
unbeliever ‘goes away’ of his or her own accord. 
Paul 1; obviously dealing from verse 12 onward 
with cases that did not come within the purview of 
our Lord’s teaching. This is clearly asserted by the 
words in which this passage is introduced, ‘But to 
the rest I say, not the Lord.’ This difference should 
caution us and should constrain us to hesitate, at 
least before concluding that what our Lord said 
with reference to that which came within His pur- 
view has the same direct relevance with, what Paul 
says with respect to a very different situation. It is 
a reasonable assumption that our Lord was cealing 
with cases in which both spouses are believrs by 
profession and covenant relationship. This asump- 
tion is confirmed by what Paul says in this chapter 
in verses 10 and 11, for Paul is there dealing with 
the cases in which both spouses are believers ind it 
is in reference to such a case that he appeals to the 
authority of Christ.” 


Summarizing his exegesis “i I Cor. 7:15, the 
Westminster Professor concludes ‘‘Hence, if we are 
to interpret I-Cor. 7:15 as legitimating dissolution 
of the bond of marriage, it is most necessary to 


~ restrict this liberty to conditions and circumstarces 
which are analagous to those of the situation dealt 


with by the ‘Apostle. It is here that the gross abise 
of this interpretation must be .deplored and cm- 
demned. It is cause for lament that within the circe 
of professing believers, desertion has been regarded 
as sufficient grounds for divorce, and I Cor. 7:1! 
has been wrested to do service in the defence of the 


cause that Paul never sanctioned.” 


The final chapter of this volume deals primarily 
with ‘Practical Cases.” These practical cases are 
studied in-order to illustrate the application of the 
principles derived from the exegesis of all the Scrip- 
tural passages relating to divorce. While recogniz- 
ing that marriage’ deeply concerns the welfare of the 
community and it is’ within the province of the civil 
magistrate to regulate marriage and its dissolution, 
Dr. Murray notes, “And where the divorce laws 
diverge from Scripture, they cannot be recognized 
by the church as valid and regulative for its pro- 
cedure and discipline. It is here that a great prob- 
lem is posed for the church that seeks to be faithful 
to the Word of God. It is specific that the Church 
cannot recognize as proper many of the divorce 
decrees that are granted by the State and therefore 
cannot grant the legitimacy of the remarriage of 
parties who have been divorced on unscriptural 
grounds ... In most cases the church is called upon 
to determine whether or not a divorce granted by 
the. State is proper and decide the issue of discipline 
as it may rise accordingly.” 
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It is conceivable that all of our readers would 
not agree with the conclusions reached by Professor 
Murray in this volume. One thing is sure. Any hon- 
est reader will have to give him credit for a splendid 
piece of exegetical work on this subject where so 
much confusion exists. In view of the discussion of 


tians who are seeking light on the problem before vs. 
Since the home is the foundation of society, we is 
a people, should circulate books of this kind wide\ 
and especially among our college-age group. While 
not written primarily for young people, this volume 
will orientate their thinking as to the Biblical teach- 


this question at our last General Assembly and the 
necessity of further discussion in our Presbyteries, 
this book should be of tremendous value to all Chris- 


ings which should regulate the practices of all fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR JULY 12 
A Pattern Of Christian Behavior 


Background Scripture: Romans 6:1-14;. 
12. Devotional Reading: Psalms 62:5-12. 


The best and strongest part of Calvinism is the emphasis it places upon GOD. The Psalmist David in 
our Devotional Reading is doing this: “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from 
him. de only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God ts my salvation 
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.”’ Charles Wesley in his great hymn caught 
the seme vision when he says: “Other refuge have I none; Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.” Paul, in Ro- 


mans, is telling us the same thing. In the first five 
chapters he has laid down the fundamental doctrine 
of justification by grace through faith. All the world 
lies zuilty before God, -for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. The Gospel plan of salva- 
tior is a righteousness of God through the atoning 
sactifice of Christ, received by faith. Just as sin has 
rezned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Carist our Lord. 


Since we are saved by grace, and not by the deeds 
of the law, a question arises: “Shall we continue in 
sin that grace may abound’? In our lesson today 
we study Paul’s answer to that question. He begins 
by saving, “God forbid. How shall we that are dead 
to sin live any longer therein’? Our baptism sig- 
nifies our deadness to sin and our resurrection life 
in Christ. What is the Pattern of Christian Be- 
havior? What sort of life must we live if we are 
new creatures in Christ Jesus? What kind of life 


will be pleasing to Him Who has saved us by His 


yrace ? 


I. dA New Life: 6:1-11. 


Notice the expressions used: ‘‘Newness of life’; 


“Live with Him”; “liveth unto God”; “alive unto 
God”; “alive from the dead.”’ 


Sin kills; the wages of sin is death. “he Chris- 
tian, however, is one who is dead to sin and alive 
unto God. His very baptism points to a_ passing 
from death unto life; we are buried with Him hy 
baptism into death. Our water baptism is a symbol 
of a far greater baptism, the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewal of the Holy Ghost. It signifies our 
ingrafting into Christ and partaking of the benefits 
of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to, be 
the Lord’s. It separates us from the old life of sin 
and death unto a newness of life in Christ Jesus. 
Our baptism, then, is a sign and seal of a new lite. 


‘This new life comes when we are ‘born again, 
born of the Spirit; that which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit. ts 
Spirit; marvel not that | said unto you, ye must be 
born again. A new nature is implanted within us 
and we cannot go on living the old life of sin. To 
continue in sin is a sure proof that we do not have 
this new life. 


In our new life we live with Him; we are alive 
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unto God. We have turned our backs on sin. In 
the words of our Catechism, we have been renewed 


in the whole man after the image of God, and are 


now enabled more and more to die unto sin and 
live unto righteousness. We put to death the old 
man (old nature) and put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are set free from sin. Jesus told the Jews, If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
Sin shall not have dominion over us; it must not 
reign in our mortal bodies. Jesus saves us from our 
sins; not in our sins. He saves from the penalty of 
sin which is death; from the pollution of sin, cleans- 
ing from all sin; and from the dominion of sin, 
from its power. The slave of sin has become a free 
man in Christ Jesus. 


Lilo: Surccudeved Like: 
6:12-23; 12:1. 


“Yield yourselves unto God"; ‘‘Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice.” 


God has implanted a new nature within us; old 
things have passed away and all things have become 
new; we are renewed in the whole man after the 
image of God. When Adam sinned the human race 


became a sinful race. We inherit a sinful nature 


from Adam, and this sinful nature leads us to com- 
mit sin. When God by His grace saves us; when 
we are born again; we are given this new nature. 
We are not to yield to the old nature, but to the 
new. We are to yield to God, surrender to Him. 


We have been the servants (slaves) of sin; now 
we become servants of. righteousness unto holiness 


(or sanctification). We present our bodies a living’ 


sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God which is 
our spiritual sacrifice.. The fruit we bore while we 
were servants of sin was uncleanness and iniquity. 
In our unregenerate state we vielded ourselves to 
sin; now, being regenerated by His Spirit, we must 
vield ourselves unto God, and bear fruit unto holi- 
ness. . 


‘The. wages of sin is death but the gift of God 


is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. We 


vield ourselves to God and He delivers us from the 
body of this death—the death that sin has brought 
upon our souls, In the seventh and eighth chapters 
of Romans Paul expands this thought, telling of the 
conflict between the ‘‘flesh” and the spiritual nature 
and the victory which is ours in Christ. O wretched 
man that I am, Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. There is therefore no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit. ‘The law of the Spirit 
ot life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
taw of sin and death. We are not to walk after the 
Hlesh—obeying the impulses and desires of the old 
nature—but we are to walk after the Spirit, obey- 
ing the impulse of the Spirit. 


In this conflict God is on our side. Nothing can 
separate us from His love, and all things work to- 
gether for good to those that love Him. Our part is 
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to SURRENDER, to YIELD to Him so that He 
can have His way in our hearts and lives. The will 
of God used to be a SIGH, but now it is a SONG, 
said one of our most consecrated hymn writers. The_. 
completely surrendered, completely vielded life 

makes our souls sing for joy. | 


Ill. A Transformed Life: 12:2-13. 


‘Not conformed - - - but transformed.” The 
worm shut up in the prison of the cocoon is “‘con- 
formed,’ but when it breaks the bonds which con- 


_ fine it and comes forth as a lovety butterfly, it has 
been transformed. The soul of man is imprisoned 


in the prison-house of sin, conformed to this world, 


and now, by the grace of God it has been born 


again, it has burst the shackles of sin, and yielding 
ourselves to the Spirit, our lives become transformed 
into the likeness of our Great Liberator; we be- 
come like Him, changed from glory to glory as by 


the Spirit of our God. The History of the Church 


— is a history of millions of such transformations, men 
and women steeped in sin, slaves to appetites, pas- 


sions, ugly and degrading sins, have been made into 
mén and women of beauty. Read a book like ‘““T'wice- 
Born Men,” by Harold Begbie, and you will realize 
that the grace and power of God can and does work 
miracles in our day as well as in the days of Paul. 


Some people have a silly notion that the Chris- 
tian Life is a ‘narrow,’ constricted, Life. They talk 
about our restrictions; what we cannot do; and for- 
get that the things which the unsaved man cannot. 
do are far more numerous. The life of sin is the 
narrow life. This world is like a prison house. Men 
are slaves, and talk about freedom. The poor slaves 
in Russia talk glibly about “democracy” and free- 
dom and are too ignorant to understand their piti- 
able condition. So it is with the slaves of sin. The 
devil has them so badly fooled that they even think 
they are free. The Russian slave drivers make them 


believe that America is a land of slavery; that the 


Capitalists boss our people, when we are freer than 
any other people in the world. The few who have 
come to this country would rather live in an Amer- 


‘ican jail than to be deported to their own country. 


What sort of life is the Transformed Life? It is 
a life of True Humility. Pride rules the unregen- 
erate heart. When we have the Spirit of Christ we 
will think soberly and sanely of ourselves and not 
think more highly than we ought. It is a life of 
Unselfish Service. Selfishness is the law of the na- 
tural man. The transformed person seeks to serve, 
not to be served, to use every opportunity to help 
those who need us. It is a life of Love, genuine Love, 
without a touch of hypocrisy, full of zeal and ear- 
nestness. It makes us happy and hopeful, patient 
and steadfast. | 


IV’. A Victorious Life: 12:15-21. 


We are living in a hostile world. There are those 
around us who hate Jesus Christ and hate His fol- 
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lowers. Jesus said to His disciples, Marvel not it 
the world hate you; it hated me before it hated you. 
The people of the world will persecute real Chris- 
tians whenever they have an opportunity. This was 
true in the early days of the Church, and it is still 
true. Some of the worst forms of persecution are 
those used by the Chinese and Russian Communists, 
and Protestants are still being persecuted in some 
countries. 


2 


What are we to do under these distressing and 
discouraging conditions? Are we to fight back with 
the weapons of the world? The Church has tried 
this at times, and has taken the sword of the world 
in its hands. Jesus said that they that take the sword 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
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shall perish with the sword, and this has been the 
lesson of history. In the closing verses of this chapter 
Paul tells us what to do. His words are very simi- 
lar to those spoken by our Master in the Sermon on 
the Mount. We are to bless, not curse. We are to 
show sympathy with those in joy or sorrow. We are 
to pay attention to men of low estate. We are not 
to be wise in our own conceits. We are never to 
recompense evil for evil. We are to live lives above 
reproach. Then, as much as lies in us, we are to 
live at peace with all men. We are never to seek 
co revenge ourselves, or ‘‘get even.’ Leave all 
vengeance in the hands of God. If our enemy hun- 
ger we must feed him. In short, we are to overcome 


evil with good. We win through LOVE. 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Rumor Clinic 


WorRSHIP SERVICE 


Hymn: “Beneath ‘The Cross of Jesus” 
Invocation 

Hymn: “Revive Us Again” 
Announcements 

Scripture: Proverbs 26:20-28 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me™ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 7 

Our topic for this evening is definitely practical 
tor all of us to consider, for rumors can ruin, and 
no one of us wants to be guilty of doing something 
that will be injurious to the reputation and wel- 
fare of someone else. Perhaps when we realize how 
serious this matter can be, we will sincerely seek 
(Jod’s help in overcoming any tendency we may 
have to pass on what we hear, or to encourage the 
spread of rumors in any way. Let's look at the ques- 
tion from these three angles: The cause, the course, 
and the consequences of rumors. 


First Speaker 


A rumor, whether it deals with something con- 
cerning an individual or perhaps an event, is usually 
related to that which is evil or undesirable. This is 
not always the case, but it holds true most of the 
time. People are too ready to pass on what they 
have heard, or imagined, if it puts someone ‘‘off 
base’ in any way. Gossip, to be worth repeating, has 
to have a little “zip” to it, and if what is first re- 
ported doesn't have the “zip,” someone is always 
ready to add it before the story is handed on. But 
why is this the case? What causes people to be like 
that? The Bible says, “Out of the heart the mouth 


speaketh.” In other words, if we are ‘‘rumor mon- 
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gers,’ spreading things that may hurt or even ruin 
someone else, it is an indication of the evil and 
selfishness of our own hearts, and proves that we do 
not love our neighbor as ourselves. ‘“‘Love suffereth 
long, and is kind, ... thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.”’ If we really 
love our Lord, and love our fellowmen, we will not. 
want to repeat anything that might harm. ‘‘He that 
covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that 
repeateth a matter separateth friends.’’ Sometimes 


. rumors are born of jealousy, envy, or hate, and are 


the offspring of hearts that do not know the grace 
of God. Rumors are never born of love, nor are they 
borne of love, for love covers a multitude of sins. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Sometimes rumor may arise from a distortion of 
tact, with a bit of fancy added, then a dash of malice 
just to make it spicy. But whatever the form it may 
take, rumor is first cousin to a lie, it is often more 
vicious and deadly than its deplorable relative, and 
Christians should have no part of either. Let’s see 
for a moment the evil course that rumors can take. 


Second Speaker 


We are assuming that rumors, for the most part, 
are evil in character and aim, and our consideration 


is of that nature, though even a “good” rumor is 


evil for it may breed false hope. Let’s examine a 
fact that was distorted to create a false impression 
and that led to tragedy. Jesus Christ was indeed 
the King of the Jews. This was, and is, a fact. 
However, upon the lips of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
the fact of His kingship was used as a basis for 
a false rumor, and eventually turned the tide against 
Jesus in His trial before Pilate. Our Lord had made 
it plain that He had no designs upon the throne of 
Rome, and had said clearly, “‘My kingdom is not of 
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this world.’’ However, the bitter enemies that 
sought His life made it appear that He intended to 
start a revolution and throw off the Roman yoke in 
Israel, saying to Pilate: “If thou let this man go, 
thou art. not Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh 
himself a king speaketh against Caesar.’ This is 
no excuse for the action of Pilate, for he had ample 
opportunity to learn the truth. But it is clear that 
this vicious rumor was the thing that swayed Pilate 
in his final decision, for John tells us that wher 
Pilate heard that saying, that Jesus made Himself 
a king, brought Jesus forth... to be crucified.” 
The significant thing in the course of the rumor is 
indicated in Pilate’s interview with Jesus. Pilate 
asked: “Art thou the King of the Jews?’ And 
Jesus answered with a question that brings to light 
the character and course of the rumor: “‘Sayest thou 
this thing of. thyself; or did others tell it thee of 
°”* Others: told it!! and it led to Calvary. 
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Many have been “crucified” as the tragic result 
of rumors, most of which have no basis in fact. Ru- 
mors follow a subtle and evil course, and we, as 
Christians, should earnestly endeavor to avoid all 
contact with such, lest we be found a party to that 
which is harmful to others. Paul says not to enter 
into another's sin, and certainly his admonition is 
fitting at this point. As we considered the course of 
rumors we trespassed a bit upon our third point, 
the consequence of rumors, but let us consider it a 
bit further with our third speaker. 


Third Speaker 


Rumors’ roots are deeply embedded in the evil of 
human hearts, and the vine is like a_ poisonous 
creeper that clings and covers and rots that which 
it touches, while the fruit contains the poison of 
death for those who partake. We read in our Scrip- 
ture lesson: ‘“The words. of a talebearer are as 


wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts - 


of the belly.” As rumors grow and are passed along, 
the wounds are multiplied and many hearts can be 
hurt, and the tragedy is this—a rumor can never 
be recalled. You can’t just say: “I take it back.” 
[ts poison has already penetrated and begun its 
deadly work. Strife is created; enmity is born, and 
lives can be seen to suffer ruin as the result. The 
story is told of a woman who possessed an evil and 
yossiping tongue, who, when she saw the havoc 
her tongue had wrought, went to her pastor to con- 
fess her wrong and see what could be done to right 
it. He asked her to take a pillow filled with tiny 
feathers to the tower of the church, and there empty 
them into the wind. She did, and they were scat- 
tered far and wide over the surrounding area. 
“Now,” said the pastor, “go and gather them.” 
‘Impossible!’ she cried. “Neither is it possible for 
vou to undo the wrong you have done, or recall the 
words you have spoken. Let this remind you never 
to be guilty of gossip again.’”’ We cannot begin to 
measure the evil that can be done by spreading 
rumors, nor number the lives that can be blighted 


by them. Let us pray the prayer of the psalmist, “Set: 
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-a watch, O Lord, betore my mouth; keep the door 


ot my lips.” 
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- Paul says, ““Wherefore putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbor: for we are mem- 
bers one of another... Let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out, of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace to the heafers.’’ Not only must we speak the 
truth, but even the truth should not be told unless 
it is profitable and helpful!! Let’s not permit any 
‘rumor clinics’ in our fellowship, but let’s trust 
the Lord to enable us to speak the truth in love! 
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Women’s Work 


Washington's Prayer 
FOR JULY 4 


“Almighty God: we make our earnest prayer 
that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy 
protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the 
citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and 
obedience to Government, and entertain a brother- 
ly affection and love for one another and for their 
fellow citizens of the United States at large; and. 
finally, that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased 
to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and 
to demean ourselves with charity, humility, and 
pacific temper of mind, which were the character- 
istics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, 
and without an humble imitation of whose example 
in these things we can never hope to be a happy 
nation. Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” ! 


The Call Of The Church Bell 


‘Not forsaking the assembling of to- 


gether, as the manner of some is.’-—Hebrews 10:25. 


United action among creatures of like kind is 
born of a sense of mutual dependence, and is writ- 
ten into the very nature of things. It corresponds 
the universal law of gravitation. In‘the animal 
kingdom it is the herd instinct, so the zoologist will 
tell you. Birds of a feather flock together. 

Christian fellowship is in accord with that law 
and, elevated and purified, is used of God for the 
healthy spiritual growth of individual character 
and for the advancement of the Christian cause in 
an unbelieving world. Therefore corporate worship 
is and always has been, an indispensable requisite to 
the life of the Church. Consequently anyone guilty 
of wilful neglect of this essential practice is for- 
feiting the opportunity for development into the 
tvpe of manhood that God graciously offered him 
when he united with the church. Such a delinquent 


ss also contributing to the failure of the church as | 


a promoting agency in the spread of the Kingdom 
of God, by becoming a stumbling block to earnest in- 
quirers about the value of the Christian religion. 
In short, such a person is making an empty pew 
a symbol of an empty life. He is identifying himself 
with the nine cleansed lepers who were unappreci- 
ative of what had been done for them, instead of 
with the one Samaritan who exercised the grace of 
gratitude. 


Worship is something in a believer's life for which 


there is no substitute. It is more than enjoyment of 
a program of music; more even than attention to a 
sermon. “Behold how good and how pleasant it is 
tor brethren to dwell together in unity. It is like oil 
(the symbol of power) upon the head.” The sanctu- 
ary when filled with fervent worshippers is indeed a 
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powerhouse. Had it not been for the tabernacle in 
the wilderness, the people would never have reached 
the Promisd Land. Had the crowd of believers not 
been assembled together in the upper room, Pente- 
cost would never have become the most amazing , 
incident in the history of Christianity. 


No, there is no substitute for worship in_ the 
house of God. A professing person who is able to 
go, and does not, is simply a deserter. That is all. 
Neither the highway, nor Sabbath recreation, nor 
business, nor anything else that the negligent may 
use for an excuse will rate with Him who “loved 
the Church and gave himself for it.” 


—William Crowe, Sr. 
From ‘‘Under the Study Lamp.”’ 


Works Of Faith Are Both 
Lasting And Rewarding 


My religion gives an inner feeling of assurance 
and satisfaction which nothing else can give. It 1s 
something one experiences but cannot adequately 
express—much like being in love. 


The fact that we know we are children of God 
because we have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour gives a feeling of confidence that nothing 
else can give. 


With this in mind there is no need for fear, wor- 
ry or anxiety. We can keep serene at all times and 
under all circumstances by ‘‘casting all your care 
upon Him, for He careth for you.” 


It encourages me to do for others, and undertake 
things that would never be attempted in my own 
limited strength. Remembering Paul’s words, “I 
can do all things through Christ which strengthen- 
eth me,” and relying on this promise, we attempt 
great things for God and expect great things of 
God. 


There is joy in the thought that we are privileged 
to be co-laborers with Him. Also, there is the reali- 
zation that what is done by faith in His name is 
lasting and rewarding. We have the desire and 
hope that favorable results and. good influence may 
outlast life itself. That we may be able to help . 
someone along life’s journey by pointing to him 
the way of the Cross which is the only way that 
leads to Him who said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by 


me. 


Religion gives a hope which is not only for time 
but for eternity. We are told: ‘Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.”” The knowl- 
edge that there is one who cares for and continually 
watches over us is most satisfying and comforting. 


Religion also creates a love that is deeper, fuller 
and more satisfying than any earthly love. We love 
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the things that are more worthwhile. We become | 


more understanding, tolerant and sympathetic. 


Religion is so necessary and vital that life with- 
out it would ‘be mere existence. Without it I would 
be lost in the confusion of the world. It gives pur- 
pose and direction to my life. It gives me joy and 
peace and contentment which the world cannot 
vive nor take away. 


“ —Mrs. C. M. Lancaster. 


Never Suck A Book | 


A short time ago a Bible seller in Syria was 
dragged off to the local police court for selling what 
appeared to be highly inflammatory political propa- 
ganda. The judge examined these strange books 
carefully and then demanded ‘Where is that man 
Paul who wrote this book to the Romans? Bring 
him into this court!” 


The Bible seller did his best to a to the 
judge that the Apostle Paul died almost two thou- 
sand years ago. The judge was slow to be con- 
vinced, but finally he said to the Bible seller, “Here, 
you sign a statement declaring that you will be 
personally responsible for everything written in this 
book to the Romans. This document is too con- 
temporary and its significance too timely not to have 
someone personally responsible for its contents.”’ 


Few Christians have the insight of this Moham- 


medan judge. We tend to look upon the Bible as an 
ancient book, more or less unrelated and unrelatable_ 
to our modern industfial civilization. Of course, we 


revere the Bible, but too often we do not read it. 
We honor it with high- sounding praise, but too 
many of us do not believe it with our hearts. We 
quote it, but we do not live it. 


Perhaps the Bible would take on new meaning © 


for us if we realized that it is not only the best 
loved, but also the most hated book in the world. 
While millions of people respect it, other millions 
suspect it. It is forbidden entrance into many parts 
of the world, and its distribution is systematically 
thwarted by its enemies. I have been in places where 
the Bible is called ‘“The Book of the Devil,” so 
hostile has been the attitude of the established re- 
ligion to the message of this unique Book. 


But despite all the opposition to this Book, it still 
remains the world’s all-time best seller, and has been 
translated in whole or in part into’a total of 1 059 
languages... 


There has never been such ‘a book as the Bible, 
because there has never been such a message. There 
has never been such a message for there has never 
been such a person as ‘Jesus Christ. 


‘The peoples of the world are amazed when they 
read the message of Jesus Christ, for there they see 
no tendency to divorce morality and religion. In so 
many of their religious systems, a man may be ever 
so evil and at the same time profoundly religious. 
| once met one of the pagan religious leaders of the 


JULY 1,1953 


northern Congo. His specialty was murder by black 
magic and his life had been a series of violent crimes, 
but he was master of the secret formula and this 
entitled him to religious leadership. 


The-message of the Word of God is not a code 
of laws, but a way of life. People have complained 
that no one could possibly live up to the standards 
set by Jesus for his followers. If people are to de- 
pend solely on their own strength, this is perfectly 
true. 


The message of Scripture is the message of life— 
real life and abundant life—but not lived through 
our resources. It is only possible through the power 
of the Spirit of God who dwells within any per- 
son who will acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour 


and Lord. 


Never has there been such a demand for this mes- 
sage of life. In Brazil, there. is a demand for at 
least twice as many: Bibles as we have ever been 
able to provide in. any one year. But it is not sur- 
prising that the churches of Brazil are asking for 
300,000 Bibles next year. One cannot “‘sow_ the 
seed”? of a million Gospels distributed each year for 
several years, without experiencing unprecedented 


demands for all the Bible... 


People throughout the world do not regard the 
Bible as a mere fetish or the possession of it as a 
mark of social respectability. They want to read it, 
to understand it, and to be transformed by its mes- 
sage. —Dr. Eugene Nida.” 


China Missionaries Reassigned 


Throughout The World 


What has happened to China missionaries forced 
to leave China since 1950 is described in a report 
by Dr. Pierce Beaver in the Missionary Research 
Library’s Occasional Bulletin. Dr. Beaver gives the 
following distribution of the 2,108 North American 
missionaries who were on the China roll in 1950: 
21 missionaries are still in China; 856 have been 
assigned to other countries; 76 are waiting to be 
assigned; 504 are in posts at home in the United 
States and Canada; and: 213 have retired. This ac- 
counts for 1670 of the total group. No reports have 
been received concerning the other 438. 


The distribution of the 856 missionaries assigned 
to other countries includes a total of 631 mission- 
aries in the Far East, with 114 in Formosa; 78 in 
Hongkong and Macao; 138 in Japan; 25 in Korea; 
129 in the Philippine Islands; 4 in Indo-China; 49 
in Siam; 37 in Malaya; 8 in Borneo; 35 in Indo- 
nesia; 9 in Burma; and 5 in the South Pacific. 
‘There are 102 missionaries reassigned to Southern 
Asia, India, Pakistan and Ceylon; 15 in the Near 
East; +1 in South Africa of the Sahara; 39 in Cen- 
tral and South America; 19 in Alaska and Hawaii; 
and 9 in Europe. 
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Church News 


Postal Addresses | 
Of Ministers © 


Every minister who is uncertain whether his ad- 
dress has been correctly reported for use in the 
Alphabetical List of the General Assembly Minutes 
is requested to advise me PROMPTLY by postal 
card what address is to be carried. Some prefer ad- 
dress of the church, while others prefer the marise 
address. If everyone will follow this suggestion 
there will be no erroneous addresses carried. i 


‘Those who desire Minutes mailed to a summer 
address should advise me as soon as possible, giving 
correct address. Ministers who, with their families, 
will be away from home in August should instruct 
postal authorities to hold printed matter until their 
return, unless arrangements are made with neigh- 
bors to take care of all mail. Duplicate copies of 
Minutes are not sent free when a copy has been 
mailed to the address furnished this office. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
701 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia. 


A Plea To Presbyterians 
Everywhere 


Last November the Central Presbyterian Church 
of San Antonio, Texas burned to the ground. Our 
insurance was not very much. We have been having 
our services in our Annex which was saved. We are 
doing all we can to raise funds to rebuild our 
church. Won’t you help us. Any donation no matter 
how small will help. Any person wishing to donate 
please mail the donation to Rev. R. Armendariz, 
Central Presbyterian Church, +11 Durango St., 
San Antonio, Texas. All donations no matter how 
small will be appreciated and may God Bless You. 


‘Tomas Chavez, Jr. 
San Antonio Police Dept. 


Sherman, Tex. 


Following a long period of exploration and with 
permission from the Presbytery of Dallas, the First 
Presbyterian and Grand Avenue Presbyterian 
churches, both U. S., have voted to merge to build 
near the Austin College campus a larger church and 
religious center better to serve this pioneer Presby- 
terian college of the Southwest. Joining in the mer- 
ger is Austin College itself which has assumed re- 
sponsibility, by action of its board of trustees, for 
the building of the chapel-sanctuary. The building 
will be used for worship by the consolidated church 
and tor chapel by the college. Educational and social 
units will be provided by the church with the help 
of synod, which has given the merger its blessing. 
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In anticipation of the actual effecting of the con- 
solidation local pastors have accepted calls, Rev. 
Jack T. Goodykoontz to the Central Church of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and Rev. Walter Lazenby, 
Jr., to the First Church of Commerce. 


Fort Smith, Ark. 


The Second Presbyterian Church of Ft. Smith 
finished a good year’s work March 31, 1953. In 
the course of the year, the church had 44 additions, 
the greater majority of which were by Profession 
of Faith and Re-affirmation. The Church indebted- 
ness was reduced to less than $5,000, and a pay- 
ment going in soon after the close of the year will 
bring the indebtedness to $3,000 or less. This figure 


was $10,000 with interest a little over a year ago. 


Crestview, Fla. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Crestview, 
Fla. of which the Rev. James Milton McKnight 
is the pastor, has just been acclaimed ‘“The Rural 
Church of the Year,” in the state of Florida by the 
Town and Country Pastors Institute of Emory 
University. Over 1600 churches of all denomina- 
tions participated in the contest and all have been 
eliminated but 13, one from each state. Rev. and 
Mrs. McKnight and his D.R.E. Miss Sybil Hart 
will go in person to Emory University to receive 


the cash award of $50 to the church. 


The church has shown rapid growth under the 
leadership of Rev. Mr. McKnight. In Feb. 1947 the 
membership was 60 and today it is 226. A three 
story éducational building has been built and paid 
for with a program of Tithing. A modern recrea- 
tional program has been carried on through a Youth 
Center on Friday night, to which all the youth of 
the city are invited. Over 60,000 boys and girls have 
passed through Youth Center since its inception, 
an average of 10,000 a year or a year round average 
of 200 each Friday night. 


Clinton, S. C. 


Presbyterian College awarded two honorary de- 
= 

yvrees and presented baccalaureate degrees to 79 
vraduates at its 72nd commencement exercises on 


May 31-June 1. 


The Rev. Marshall S. Woodson, president of 
Flora Macdonald College and a Presbyterian Col- 
lege alumnus, preached the baccalaureate sermon 
in Clinton’s First Presbyterian Church on May 31. 
John A. Sibley, chairman: of the board of direc- 
tors of the Trust Company of Georgia, delivered 
the commencement address in the college’s outdoor 
chapel on the following day. 


Walter A. Johnson, widely acclaimed athletic 
director of Presbyterian College for the past 38 
vears, received an honorary doctor of laws degree. 
‘The Rev. Bob S. Hodges, associate secretary ot 
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the General Council of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., received an honorary doctor of divinity de- 
gree. He is an alumnus of Presbyterian College. 


President Marshall W. Brown presided over the 
exercises, and the Rev. William B. Ward, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg 
and vice-chairman of the board of trustees conferred 
the honorary and baccalaureate degrees. 


Belhaven Commencement 


The Fifty-ninth Annual Commencement Exer- 
cises of Belhaven College were held on May 31 and 


June 1, 1953. 


‘Lhe Baccalaureate Sermon was delivered by Dr. 
Wm. F. Mansell, Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Vicksburg, Mississippi, Sunday, May 
31, at 11 A.M., in the Central Presbyterian Church. 


The Sermon before the Belhaven Christian As- 
sociation was delivered by Rev. Van M. Arnold, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Green- 
wood, at 7:30 P. M. in the First Presbyterian 
Church, at which time the annual report for the 
Belhaven Christian Association was presented by 
Miss Johnye Laseter, the retiring president. 


On Monday at 10:00 A. M. the graduating ex- 
ercises were held in the Auditorium of the Recrea- 
tional Center, at which time the Baccalarureate Ad- 
dress was delivered by Hon. John C. Stennis, U. S. 
Senator from Mississippi. 


The graduating class consisted of thirty young 
women, of whom twenty-six were awarded the 
Bachelor of Arts and four the.Bachelor of Music 
Degree. 


President G. T. Gillespie steneted at the Com- 
mencement Exercises that he had requested the 
Board of Trustees of the College to fix the date of 
his retirement as July 1, 1954,thus giving a year’s 


-advance notice so that steps could be taken for the 


selection of his successor. 


Dr. Gillespie became President of Belhaven in 
1921, and has thus completed thirty-two years of 
service to the institution, 


The next session of Belhaven College will open 
on September 7, 1953. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. | 
_ Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 26 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 

Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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BOOKS 
“The Timeliness Of 


Preaching” 


By Pastor of Pierre Church, Marcel. Price 50) 
cents, 


This is a student translation of L’ACTUALITE De 


La PReEDICATION which appeared in La Revue Re-__ 


formee in 1951. It was made at Columbia Theologi- 
cal Seminary for the students and alumni there, but 
can be secured by other ministers from the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. Here is a sample of the co- 
gent thought of this great French Protestant min- 
ister of the Word: 


“THE BELIEVERS AND THE PREACHERS MUST 
KNOW THAT IN ORDER TO BE EFFECTIVE THE WORD 
PREACHED MUST COME FROM SCRIPTURE. 


What is, then, the first condition of the actuality 
of the preached word? It is that this preaching be 
taken from the ever timely revelation of the Holy 
Scriptures. ‘The .charge to preach Christ implies 
nothing else. Preachers cannot propose anything 


that they have imagined in their minds; they are not. 


settled in their charges to forge and to build what- 
ever they please or to drown the people with their 
personal opinions. It is not the minister or the 
preacher who makes the Gospel; but, by his preach- 
ing, he presents and gives the Gospel because he 
speaks by the Gospel. The Word of God binds both 
the one who speaks and the one who listens. Our 
word ought to be the truth. Christ alone is the 
truth, and He demands to have all dominion and 
all authority over us. God: is Lord and Sovereign 
of every word preached in His name. A word which 
is not taken from Scripture cannot be preached in 
His name. The Scripture is the source of all wis- 
dom. The preached word should be drawn from the 
Scripture and preqched according to the Scripture. 
We have no need of anything else than that which 
it has pleased God-and Christ to reveal to us in the 


Bible—but of that we truly have need. The arsenal 


of the preacher is the inspired word. 


‘He who, whether preacher or believer, seeks a 
timeliness more urgent than that of the authentic 
word of God, wishes to put his own concept there, 
to add to the Scriptures or to subtract from it as 
to the content of the message which he delivers or 
wishes to hear, causes even the Word of God itself 
tu lose its true timeliness. In return—and this is the 
punishment of God—the preacher’s own word, al- 
though it may be very much up-to-date on the pres- 
ent events’ in the world.and on the philosophical 


modes and tastes of the day loses all true timeliness, 


only to sink into the ephemeral triviality of the 
moment. If the authentic testimony of the Gospel 


“as it is presented to us in the Scriptures is taken 


away, nothing but pure fraud remains. “There be 
some that trouble you,’ said Paul, ‘and would per- 
vert the Guspel of -Christ.’”’ —W.C.R. 
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